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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We come to the end of a week where 
we have given thanks for peaceful elec-
tions throughout our country, and the 
welcoming of those newly elected to 
this assembly in anticipation of the 
115th Congress. 

Now we approach a week during 
which all Americans will gather to re-
member who we are: a Nation gener-
ously blessed, not only by You, our 
God, but by courageous ancestors, 
faithful allies, and the best good wishes 
of people everywhere who long for free-
dom, who would glory in the difficult 
work of participative government, and 
who do not enjoy the bounty we are 
privileged to possess. 

Bless the Members of this assembly, 
and us all, that we would be worthy of 
the call we have been given as Ameri-
cans. Help us all to be truly thankful 
and appropriately generous in our re-
sponse. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. BOST) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. BOST led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
TYLER IUBELT 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Private First Class Tyler 
Iubelt. 

Tyler was a Tamaroa, Illinois native, 
a 2015 graduate of Pinckneyville High 
School. He enjoyed the outdoors, grill-
ing, playing practical jokes on his 
friends and teachers. He was known as 
a smart and good-natured kid, and had 
a great future. He was a son, a husband 
and, just recently, a father. Last Sat-
urday, he died a hero. 

Upon graduation, Tyler entered the 
U.S. Army, stationed at Fort Hood, 
Texas. He was transferred to Bagram 
Air Force Base in Afghanistan. Accord-
ing to the Pentagon, a Taliban ter-
rorist managed to ignite an IED at the 
base, killing Tyler, Sergeant John 
Perry, and two American contractors. 
Seventeen more were injured. An inves-
tigation is ongoing. 

But our prayers are needed now for 
Tyler’s wife, Shelby, for baby Violet, 
for his parents, his extended family, 
and his many friends in southern Illi-
nois. 

Tyler paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
this Nation, and, for that, we will al-
ways be grateful. 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
BARBARA WONG 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Barbara Wong, an 
incredible advocate for the arts, who 
has been executive director of Provi-
dence CityArts for Youth for 16 years. 

Throughout her career, Barbara has 
helped thousands of youth realize the 
importance of art in their own lives, as 
well as its extraordinary power to cre-
ate social change. Thanks to her, the 
arts community in Providence is more 
vibrant, more diverse, and more acces-
sible for children from all backgrounds 
than ever before. 

In 2014, her dedication to ensuring 
that all children have the same oppor-
tunities to learn about and pursue the 
arts helped Providence CityArts for 
Youth earn a trip to the White House 
to receive the prestigious National 
Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Award. 

It is my honor to thank Barbara for 
her years of service to the children and 
young people of Providence, and I wish 
her all the best in the coming years. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF RALPH J. 
CICERONE 

(Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in memory of 
Ralph Cicerone, who passed away on 
November 5, at the age of 73. 

Ralph served as the University of 
California-Irvine’s chancellor from 1998 
to 2005. During that time, UCI experi-
enced tremendous success under his 
leadership, including raising the 
school’s national rankings and break-
ing ground on its teaching hospital. 

Beyond his contributions to the 
Irvine community, Ralph was world-re-
nowned for his innovative, scientific 
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